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Pflntller Sports News
EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY, Charleston, IL 61920
DAVID KIDWELL, Sports Information Director
OFFICE: (217) 581-2920

April 21, 1981
LS-AS-Baseball

HOME: (217) 345-4166

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
CHARLESTON, IL--Eastern Illinois University baseball Panthers, 19-9, are ranked
No. 6 in the nation for NCAA II by the Collegiate Baseball magazine.
EIU is also the top rated team in the Midwest Region but that position will be
challenged by Western Illinois University which comes to Monier Field for a four-game
series Saturday and Sunday (April 25-26).
"We may be the top rated team in the region but Lewis and Southwest }'fissouri are
also doing well • • • we need to do well against Western, though, because they're a
region opponent.

We need to establish ourselves within this area," said Coach Tom

McDevitt.
The Panthers did survive one challenge last weekend turning back SIU-Edwardsville, 8-2 and 8-7, to break a three game losing streak.
Tim Pyznarski's (Chicago-Marist) three run homer in the bottom of the seventh
clinched the Panther come-from-behind sweep.
It was Pyznarski's 12th homer of the season, breaking Cam Kennedy's record of
11.

"Pyz hit that ball to the top of the trees in center •

or so.

must've been 480 feet

It was the hardest hit ball I've ever seen to dead center," McDevitt said.
Pyznarski is still hitting an incredible .537 with 46 runs batted in, just four

shy of a new season record.

"Very few people have been able to get him out • • • the

game winner was just typical of his season."
McDevitt may also have found another reliable hurler in Marshall Crutcher (Tower
Hill), a sophomore righthander who came off the bench to stop SIU on just two runs in
the last five innings.
"Friday he hurled three scoreless innings in a loss at Illinois Wesleyan, so he
did a job this past weekend.

His breaking pitch was across the plate.
-more-

EIU BASEBALL
~Dl

"He wasn't among our top six • • • even last week • • • so he's come out of
the blue • • • hard work and patience have paid off for him," McDevitt said.
The team batting average is also on a record pace.
batting .354.

Currently the Panthers are

The record is .309 for the 1976 season.

"Wesleyan did a nice job stopping us and Indiana State won two through perseverance
but other than that we've been doing well.
"Our defense is still inconsistent.
out kick half a dozen away.

One game we'll be sharp and the next time

But we play a lot of games with little rest so it's

difficult to maintain concentration day after day."
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